The Nuns
By: Storyteller Gerald Fierst
Link to YouTube Video:
www.geraldfierst.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZwX00g2LJw
________________________________________________________________________________________
Note : The following is a transcription of a spoken story performance and
may not reflect textbook perfect English. It will guide you as you listen (or read) along.

________________________________________________________________________________________
History leaves us all with prejudices. For 2000 years, the Jews have been chased from country to country.
They've always been the “other.”
“Well, my family, they fled Russia about a hundred years ago. The Czar of Russia had encouraged his subjects
and his soldiers to kill Jews. One day, the Cossacks, the Czar's horsemen, were riding into my little village the
Zubkova.
My cousin heard the horse's hooves in the street, and she ran out to get the children inside. But she wasn't
quick enough. There was the Cossack, sword drawn, coming down the street. She threw herself on the baby,
and the sharp blade came down, right across her back.
And that night, my grandmother said, “Enough! We're going to America!”
And so, we came to America, where we could be safe, where we could live with other Jews. But memories
like that, they don't go away. They're in our culture. They're inside our genes.
One day, when I was about five years old, I was sitting on the steps. My sister and my cousin were with me.
We were playing, when suddenly I saw them. I'd never seen anything like that before, but I, I knew that they
were dangerous. I knew it, in my DNA.
They were big, and they were black. And they seemed to be flying down the street, with big white wings that
came out of their head. My sister, my cousin, they saw the look on my face. And then they looked, and then
we three were all frozen in fear, as the monsters came, closer and closer.
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“Where they going to kidnap us? Or maybe even worse?”
They reached us. They started to reach out their hands towards us.
“Good morning, children.”
Aah, aah, aah, aah, aah! And we ran inside. Escaping from the nuns.
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