
COR (Catholic Schools Opposing Racism) is a network of Catholic secondary schools in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago collaborating to eradicate racism. We are committed to empowering 
adolescents with experiences that transcend the boundaries of personal, spatial and institutional 
racism and with the skills to embrace an inclusive world. Our Gospel mission calls us to 
encourage understanding and respect for all people and to provide learning opportunities that will 
inspire young people to put their faith into action. 

The purpose of COR is to bring together the students and teachers of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago throughout the school year and, in the spirit of the Gospel, to transcend the boundaries 
of race and neighborhood. As well as providing diversity skills training, COR uses the arts to 
bring students together: over the years, students have addressed race and racism through the 
visual arts, music, storytelling and theater. Our web site records the programs of COR and 
provides a place for students to respond to racism. 

COR was established in the Fall of 1997 in response to the need to build racial and cultural 
bridges among the over 22,000 students from the then 47 Catholic high schools in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. 

COR SCHEDULE FOR THE 2005-06 SCHOOL YEAR  

 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2005 4 - 7pm COR SUPPER at  

Queen of Peace High School, Burbank, IL. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2006 7pm COR in  

CONCERT at Old St. Patrick's Church, Chicago. 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 10,  
2006 Archdiocesan -wide  

observance of COR Commitment Day.  

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2006 4 -7pm COR  

Supper  - location To be arranged. 

MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006  
COR SUPPER: 4pm - 7pm  

Queen of Peace High School 
Burbank, IL 

 
 



COR SUPPER FOR STUDENTS  
Nation of Immigrants: Sharing Our Stories  
September 29, 2005  

 
The first COR event of the year was held at Queen of 
Peace High School in Burbank, IL on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2005. The evening began with an 
opening prayer, led by Christie Billups and Cristina 
Ortega from Notre Dame High Schools for Girls, during 
which we sang ñWe Come to Tell Our Stories,ò 
reminding us of the goal to share our stories of both 
being and welcoming the newcomer during the evening. 
We then heard from the presenters for the eveningð
Megan Carney and Zahra Bakerðwho explained the 
process and goal of storytelling and warmed up the 
crowd with song and storytelling exercises. 

Then five student storytellers shared their stories of 
being the newcomer, of being the stranger. We heard 
from a student who lived for a year in Peru and 
struggled to find a way to fit in. Another student told of 
being adopted from Russia at the age of six and of being 
separated from her brother in the process. A student 
who moved here from Poland only two years ago shared 
her realization that home is in the people around you 
rather than a place. One student described the difficulty 
of making and keeping friends as she has transferred 
from high school to high school. Finally, a fifth student 
shared the struggle of integrating the Guatemalan and 
Mexican sides of her heritage into her own unique self. 

These studentsô sharing of their personal struggles and 
triumphs as immigrants of all types inspired the other 
students attending the evening to join their small groups 
with open hearts to tell their own stories and to listen to 
the stories of others. Students met in small groups of 5-8 
students with an adult story collector. Every student 
shared a story of either being the newcomer or stranger 
or of being in the position to welcome the newcomer. All 
stories were taped and will be used to develop a play 
about immigration that will be performed at the COR 
Supper in February. 

After their storytelling groups, students went to dinner 
together, during which they got to know one another 
better and created a statement in response to the 
prompt ñWhat does God say to us about welcoming the 
stranger?ò to share during the closing prayer service. 
Students returned to the chapel after dinner to 
participate in a closing prayer service, during which each 
group shared how they think God calls them to welcome 
the stranger. 

The evening included students and faculty from 13 
schools in the Archdiocese; there were over 125 
participants. 



The student organization COR (Catholic Schools Opposing 
Racism) is proud to announce Ailia Ali, a senior at Mount Assisi 
Academy, the winner of the 2006 COR Courage & Solidarity 
Award . COR recognizes Ailia Ali for her outstanding actions and 
witness to unity and hope among the student body of her school 
in the wake of the terror attacks of 9-11 and for her continued 

sharing of her Muslim faith in a search for common understanding 
and unity. In her award application, Ailia wrote of her nervousness 

when, as the lone Muslim at her school, she first spoke to her fellow 
students about her faith that seemed so ñdifferentò from the rest of the 

student body: 

ñI walked up to the podium and began to talk, first about the Five 
Pillars of Islam, and then about Islamic culture. Slowly, my voice 
gained strength. The stares did not seem harsh, rather they seemed 
curious. They actually wanted to know who I was. Suddenly, the room 
exploded with questions as the girls wanted to know how it felt to be a 
Muslim after September 11, what truly was jihad, and were Muslims 
really terrorists? I was expecting these questions and answered them 
in a way that gave justice to my religion. A couple of days later, a 
senior walked up to me in the hallway and told me something that 
changed my life forever, ñThank you so much for telling me who you 
truly are. If it werenôt for you, I would never have understood your 
religion. You have changed the way I think about Muslims.ò 

The Courage & Solidarity Award  is presented by COR to a high school student who has 
demonstrated courage and passion in bringing people together for the common good in their 
school community or neighborhood.   The award will be presented to Ailia Ali during the 
Archdiocesan-wide COR in Concert at Old St. Patrickôs Church on January 18 at 7pm.    

COR is in its 9th year and hosts programs and events that celebrate diversity and teach 
inclusive behaviors. COR serves the 40 high schools of the Archdiocese of Chicago and also 
reaches out to elementary schools with some of its programs. 

 
For more information about COR and the  

COR Courage & Solidarity Award  
contact Suzanne Wille, COR Coordinator,  

at 708-458-7600, x205. 

 

 




